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The artwork.

This image is produced by a space in which people worked
and discussed and got tired and went away from and came
back to over the span of six days. The result is Apagtuk (Far
Out To Sea), 2016, traditional Mi'kmaqg and Beothuk colours
and symbols applied to the gallery wall, depicting the artist’s
travels to Campbell River.

Aja’sit requires your eyes, vibrating and restless.

Aja’sit requires your time, in an attempt to challenge
preconceived notions of understanding.

Aja’sit requires your memories, and the willing destruction
of them.

Aja’sit requires your physical presence, movement.

To be in motion requires constant negotiation of pasts
and futures.
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Aja’sit

Amy Malbeuf
Jordan Bennett

28 July - 1 September 2016

Aja’sit translates from Mi'kmagq into s/he is moving.

Two people move through air, across land, over water:

by foot, by car, boat, plane: through digital, material,
animal, time, space, light: two human bodies achieving
momentum, transcending displacement, stasis, inertia: each
foot touches the earth, a succession of steps, of contact
and departure: alone, together: what imaginaries reside in
such movement? Aja’sit is monument in movement

The duo-exhibition, Aja’sit, features contemporary artists
Amy Malbeuf (Rich Lake, Alberta) and Jordan Bennett
(Stephenville Crossing, Newfoundland) in the Main Gallery,
with mural and wheat paste work in the Discovery Gallery
by local youth: Char Mclver, Latisha Seward, Tao Sluuguu
Yaklaanaz, Michaela Planomaniac, who were mentored by
the artists during a three-day workshop.

Aja’sit combines, for the first time, individual practices
of Amy Malbeuf and Jordan Bennett, intensifying their
dialogue of colour, form, material, and ancestral knowledge
in the contemporary.
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Aja’sit

Amy Malbeuf
Jordan Bennett
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Aja’sit Youth Workshop
Char Mclver, Latisha Seward,
Tao Sluuguu Yaklaanaz, Michaela Plonomaniac
Generously funded by BC Arts Council + Campbell River Community Foundation
Amy Malbeuf
1. The Outer Seam 1 Tarp, embroidery hoop, 2016
2. Coyote, Muskrat, Fox, Rabbit, Beaver, Skunk Furs with safety vests and rope, 2014
3. Jimmie Durham 1974 Glass beads on tarp, rope, found wood, 2014
4. The Outer Seam 2 Tarp, embroidery hoop, 2016

5. Trade on Hudson Bay had been initiated by literally taking the “coat” beaver off Cree bodies.*
Beaver tail, Beaver fur, LED light, wood, 2015
* from Sherry Farell Racette’s “Sewing Ourselves Together: Clothing, Decorative Arts and the Expression of Metis and Halfbreed Identity”, 2004

Jordan Bennett

6. Gep't'g-Frozen Over Acrylic paint on carved wooden panel, 2016
7. Sylix Sikwan Acrylic paint on carved wooden panel, 2016
8. Nisqunamu’k Kmtn (Purple Mountain) Acrylic paint on carved wooden panel, 2016
9. Cedar Stargate- Stein Acrylic paint on carved wooden panel, 2016
10. Cedar Stargate- Unknown 1 Acrylic paint on carved wooden panel, 2016

11. Agaqtuk (Far Out to Sea) Acrylic mural paint on wall, 2016



